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MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on August 14, 2012.     

 
 

**************************************** 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Lauman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction. 
 
Margaret Davis a member of the Flathead County Library Foundation expressed her concern as a citizen of the valley 
regarding the commission taking $1.9 million out of the CIP that was earmarked for the Columbia Falls Library project.  
She explained over the last several years she has been involved in the process and attended all the meetings. She spoke 
about long-range plans and the potential for raising private funds.  Davis noted library services in the county are an 
ongoing educational/ cultural amenity used by residents of all ages and social conditions.  She asked the commission to 
listen to what the Library Board has to say about whether the proposal is feasible and reconsider their decision.   
 
Myni Ferguson, President of the Animal Shelter Advisory Committee thanked the commission for their decision in putting 
the Animal Shelter under the direction of the Health Department several years ago.  She presented a report of shelter 
statistics from 1983 – 2011 that included euthanized statistics, adoption and rescue data.  Ferguson explained she has 
volunteered for the last 27 years and when she first started volunteering the kill rate was 71 percent, which is now at an 
outstanding rate of five percent. She thanked the commission for their support.   
 
No one else rising to speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public comment period. 
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ B. J. GRIEVE, PLANNING & ZONING OFFICE 
 
9:00:38 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Planning & Zoning Director B. J. Grieve, Clerk Kile  
 
Grieve reviewed budget statistics, procedures regarding enforcement issues, asked for guidance regarding the growth 
policy and the course of action to take now.  The commission unanimously agreed to move forward with the growth policy 
without holding another public hearing that would not be required. He then reported the Planning and Zoning Office 
FY2013 Strategic Work Plan was reviewed and approved by the Planning Board. In other business, he explained the 
impact of not having CRS (community rating system) elevation certificates submitted to FEMA, which determines flood 
insurance rates for the county.  Grieve reviewed with the commission a new timeline implemented for processing zone 
changes that will reduce the process from 31 weeks to 19 weeks.   
 
QUARTERLY JUVENILE DETENTION FACILITY TOUR 
 
This meeting was not held.   
 
AUTHORIZATION TO PUBLISH NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING:  PERMISSIVE MEDICAL LEVY FY2012-2013 
 
9:32:22 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Clerk Kile  
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to authorize publication of the Notice of Public Hearing for the FY2012-2013 
Permissive Medical Levy.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
PERMISSIVE MEDICAL LEVY 

  
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Section 2-9-212, M.C.A., that the Board of Commissioners of 
Flathead County, Montana, will hold a public hearing to receive comment from the public on the Board’s intention to 
levy $1,174,885 for the permissive medical levy. The increase in the permissive medical levy for the 2012-2013 fiscal 
year is $25,434. The permissive medical levy is used to pay for premium contributions for the group health insurance 
program for County employees and is not subject to the statutory limitations on increases in County mill levies.  
  
 The public hearing will be held on the 30

th
 day of August, 2012, at 9:30 a.m., in the Commissioner 

Chambers, Third Floor, 800 South Main, Kalispell, Montana. 
  
 Any member of the public may appear and will be heard concerning the Board’s intention to levy $1,174,885 
for the permissive medical levy. 
  

For further information, please contact Sandy Carlson, Finance Director, 800 South Main, Room 214, 
Kalispell, Montana 59901, Telephone (406) 758-5539. 

  



TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2012 

(Continued) 

  
Written comments are encouraged and will be reviewed by the Commissioners prior to the hearing if 

received by the Flathead County Commissioners’ Office at least three business days prior to the hearing.  
 
      DATED this 14th day of August, 2012.  
  
      BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  
      Flathead County, Montana  
 
ATTEST:       By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
Paula Robinson, Clerk      Dale W. Lauman, Chairman 
                         
By/s/Diana Kile 
   Diana Kile, Deputy  
  
Publish on August 18 and August 25, 2012. 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO PUBLISH NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING:  FLATHEAD COUNTY BUDGET FY2012-2013 
 
10:01:30 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Clerk Kile 
 
Commissioner Scott made a motion to authorize publication of the Notice of Public Hearing for the FY2012-2013 budget.  
Commissioner Holmquist seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PROPOSED BUDGET 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of County Commissioners of Flathead County, Montana, has 
completed the Proposed Budget for the 2012-2013 fiscal year and that said budget is on file in the Office of the 
Flathead County Clerk and Recorder, 800 South Main, Kalispell, Montana, and is open to public inspection. 

 
The Board will meet on the 30

th
 day of August, 2012, at 9:30, a.m. for the purpose of holding a hearing and 

fixing the final budget and making appropriations. Said Meeting is to be held in the Commissioner Chambers, Third 
Floor, 800 South Main, Kalispell, Montana.   

 
Any taxpayer or resident may appear at the hearing and will be heard for or against any part of the proposed 

budget. 
 

For further information, please contact Sandy Carlson, Finance Director, 800 South Main, Room 214, 
Kalispell, Montana 59901, Telephone (406) 758-5539. 

 
Written comments are encouraged and will be reviewed by the Commissioners prior to the hearing if 

received by the Flathead County Commissioners’ Office at least three business days prior to the hearing.  
 
      DATED this 14th day of August, 2012.  
  
      BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  
      Flathead County, Montana  
 
ATTEST:       By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
Paula Robinson, Clerk      Dale W. Lauman, Chairman 
                         
By/s/Diana Kile 
   Diana Kile, Deputy  
  
Publish on August 18 and August 25, 2012. 
 

DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  QUITCLAIM DEED/ BLACK & BETTERS (SLIPPERY BILL MOUNTAIN, UNIT NO. 2) 
 
10:02:04 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Deputy County Attorney Peter Steele, Olaf Ervin, Clerk Kile   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to approve the document for signature QCD for Black and Betters, Slippery Bill 
Mountain, Unit No. 2 to be held by Deputy County Attorney Peter Steele until the easement is finalized.    Commissioner 
Scott seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ TAMMY SKRAMOVSKY, HUMAN RESOURCE OFFICE 
 
10:12:14 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, H. R. Director Tammy Skramovsky, Clerk Kile 
 
Skramovsky presented the July personnel transactions for review. 
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to accept the personnel transactions as presented.  Commissioner Scott 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Skramovsky summarized a monthly report from the Human Resource Department.  She noted two work comp claims were 
added for the month of June, which is still good she stated as far as the number of claims and the dollar amount for the 
year.  The trust fund balance is currently at $4.2 million.  
 
 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2012 

(Continued) 

 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ CINDY MULLANEY, DEPUTY OES DIRECTOR & LINCOLN CHUTE, FIRE SERVICES AREA 
MANAGER 
 
10:30:41 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Fire Services Area Manager Lincoln Chute, Deputy OES Director Cindy Mullaney, Clerk Kile 
 
Chute presented a copy of the Community Wildfire Protection Plan to the commission that he said contained no major 
changes, yet is now more user friendly.  In other business, he reviewed the current fire danger concerns, reported on 
Ashley Lake Fire Hall and explained improvements to radio communications with the new simulcast radio system. 
 
Mullaney reviewed with the commission upcoming exercises to be held over the next couple of months, reported work is 
still being done on the communications plan for the county, and spoke about improvements made to their website.     
 
OPEN BIDS:  VEHICLES/ SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
11:00:59 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Undersheriff Dave Leib, Patrol Commander Cal Beringer, Robert DePratu, Tad McDonald, Clerk Kile 
 
Bids received with bid bonds enclosed from: 
 
 DePratu Ford   3 – Extended Cab Pick-ups    $  74,354.76 
     6 – Pick-ups Crew Cab    $160,169.52 
     2 – Midsize SUV’s     $  56,229.84 
     2 – Midsize Police Pkg. SUV’s w/o light package $  50,629.84          
 
 Bison Ford   6 – 4 Door Crew Cab Pick-ups   $164,585.52 
     3 – 4 Door Extra Cap Pick-ups   $  75,992.76 
     2 – Mid Sized SUV w/ Police Pkg.   $  57,163.84          
 
 Eisinger Motors  6 – Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Pick-ups   $162,642.00 
     3 – Chevy 1500 Extended Cab Pick-ups  $  77,121.00 
     2 – Chevy Tahoe SUV    $  60,022.00          
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to take the bids under consideration.  Commissioner Scott seconded the 
motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on August 15, 2012.     
 

 

**************************************** 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

  9:15 a.m. RSVP Board meeting @ Heritage Place 
11:00 a.m.  County Attorney meeting @ Co. Atty’s Office 

 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on August 16, 2012.     

 
**************************************** 

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 2012 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Lauman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction, no one present to 
speak, Chairman Lauman closed the public comment period. 
 
MEETING W/ SANDY CARLSON, FINANCE DEPARTMENT:  UPDATE ON FY2012-2013 BUDGET 
 
9:19:28 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Finance Technician Amy Dexter, Clerk Kile   
  
Carlson reviewed overall expenditure changes made to the preliminary budget FY12-13.  She then reviewed the following 
preliminary tax levy requirement schedule.    
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BI-MONTHLY MEETING W/ VICKI SAXBY, I.T. 
 
9:30:44 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, I. T. Director Vicki Saxby, GIS Director Mindy Cochran, Clerk Kile   
 
Saxby reported GIS is considering a billing structure for maintaining data files for the cities and other entities.  As of now 
there is not a charge for this maintenance.  She reported she spoke with County Attorney Peter Steele, and he stated that 
there is nothing in Montana Code that states the GIS Department is obligated to maintain this data.  Saxby explained that 
after talking with Pence his suggestion was to make sure the services provided were above and beyond what anyone else 
in the county and cities would expect.   
 
Cochran explained Flathead County is the only county that does not charge for additional maintenance.  She then asked 
the Commissioners for their input regarding possibly charging for these additional services in the future.   
  
Chairman Lauman commented he would like to take this under advisement, and asked Mindy to provide them with any 
additional information she may obtain.   
 
Saxby then spoke about loss of power at the data center last month.  She stated it was a faulty battery in their UPS that 
sends negative power back to the power conditioning unit and that caused it to flip the breaker.  They have consulted with 
their master electrician regarding alleviating any future problems and may be considering a new PDU in the future.  Saxby 
stated that at this point they are considering all options.   
 
Saxby then commented on email cleanup and stated they had talked to people about setting limits on email retention.     
 
Saxby also reported on web projects and explained the direction they are taking in helping 911 and OES to develop a new 
website, and wanted to verify this is okay with the Commissioners.  The Commissioners agreed with the direction I.T. is 
taking. 
 



THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 2012 

(Continued) 

 
Saxby briefly discussed with the Commissioners the work they are doing for AOA regarding advisement on replacing their 
software and the different options available.   
 
MEETING W/ DEBBIE PIERSON, GRANT WRITER RE:  CDBG PUBLIC FACILITIES GRANT APPLICATION/ 
GATEWAY COMMUNITY CENTER 
 
9:47:42 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Assistant Mike 
Pence, Grant Writer Debbie Pierson, Sherry Stevens, Clerk Kile   
 
Pierson explained a request was received for the county to sponsor a planning grant application for a (PAR) preliminary 
architect report for Gateway Community Center.  She noted $30,000 can be requested from CDBG that will require a 
match of $1 for every $3 that CDBG provides.  Pierson stated Gateway Community Center has a grant writer on staff that 
will be doing the majority of the application.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist made a motion to support the CDBG facilities grant application for Gateway Community Center.  
Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
BOARD APPOINTMENT:  FLATHEAD COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS 
 
10:00:44 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, Clerk Kile 
 
General discussion was held relative to applicants Julia Fehrs, Rita Hall, Calvin Dyck and Russ Miller.   
 
Commissioner Scott made a motion to appoint Calvin Dyke to the Board of Adjustments.  Commissioner Holmquist 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Lauman, Scott and Holmquist.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
MEETING W/ MINDY COCHRAN, GIS RE:  MARCO BAY ROAD 
 
10:03:25 AM  
Present:  Chairman Dale W. Lauman, Commissioner Calvin L. Scott, Commissioner Pamela J. Holmquist, GIS Director 
Mindy Cochran, GIS Analyst Nate Holms, Clerk Kile     
 
Mindy reported on a road naming project taken on recently.  She said in February Dave Prunty with the Road Department 
emailed her regarding a landowner at Marco Bay who was requesting road signs be installed.  The Road Department 
employees were not clear on what the road names actually were.  Mindy stated that the roads need to be renamed before 
they can install the signs.  This road naming project was initiated in July which involves three roads.  Mindy presented a 
COS and explained to the Commissioners the confusion regarding the different roads all claiming to be Marco Bay Road.  
On July 26 three road naming projects were initiated with ballots due back to the county on August 23.     
 
There was discussion regarding Old Highway 93 and re-addressing those property owners as well as adopting a new 
name since there is another road also named Old Highway 93.  Mindy reiterated a petition was initiated for this project as 
well, and the time line for the ballots to be returned is August 23.   On August 13 the GIS Department was contacted by 
some of the landowners who expressed their concern and frustration over changing the road names.  They stated it has 
always been Marco Bay Road and disagree with what the records show.  Mindy showed the certificate of surveys to the 
Commission which demonstrated the road names and matched their records. 
 
Mindy stated from the GIS standpoint this needs to be cleaned up.   The property owners asked for a meeting which was 
well attended.  Mindy stated she reviewed the following four solutions with the property owners.  She then explained to the 
Commissioners the following four solutions.   
 

 Follow normal road renaming procedures outlined in Flathead County Resolution #1626C (i.e. majority vote for each road 
naming project). 

 Officially rename the road commonly referred to as Marco Bay Road, but retain Marco Bay as part of the name for all roads. 

 Officially adopt the commonly used road names for Marco Bay Road / Old Highway 93. 

 Officially adopt Marco Bay Road for all roads to be named; using directional’s to differentiate each road. 
 

Mindy explained she expects protests from the property owners whether the roads are renamed or not, so wanted to 
present the situation to the commissioners before moving ahead.   
 
Commissioner Holmquist stated she agreed that Marco Bay Road should stay as is, but expressed that Old Highway 93 
does need to be renamed due to the fact there is another road with that same name.  She also commented that the other 
two roads should be renamed by a majority vote from the property owners.  Both Chairman Lauman and Commissioner 
Scott agreed with Commissioner Holmquist, and advised Mindy to move ahead with her road-naming project. 
 
 12:00 p.m. Commissioner Holmquist:  Committee for a Better Bigfork meeting @ Methodist Church 
   1:00 p.m. Commissioner Holmquist:  Health Board meeting @ Earl Bennett Building 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on August 17, 2012.     

 

 
**************************************** 

  



**************************************** 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 2012 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Lauman, Commissioner 
Scott and Holmquist, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on August 20, 2012.     
  

 
**************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


